The Morals

Cut out and stick the morals on to the
fable you think they go with.

A kindness is never wasted.

It is unwise to treat old friends badly for
the sake of new ones.

A small gain is worth more than a large
promise.

Misfortune is the test of true friendship.

You are judged by the company you keep.

It is very foolish to be greedy.

The useful is of much more importance
and value, than the ornamental.




The Lion and the Mouse

A Lion lay asleep in the forest, his great head
resting on his paws. A timid little Mouse came
upon him unexpectedly, and in her fright and
haste to get away, ran across the Lion’s nose.
Roused from his nap, the Lion laid his huge
paw angrily on the tiny creature to kill her.

“Spare me!” begged the poor Mouse. “Please
let me go and some day | will surely repay
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you.

The Lion was much amused to think that
a Mouse could ever help him. But he was
generous and finally let the Mouse go.

Accompanying Interactive Whiteboard Resource at www.teacherLED.com
Originally published as The Z&sop for Children. With pictures by Milo Winter



Some days later, while stalking his prey in the
forest, the Lion was caught in the toils of a
hunter’s net. Unable to free himself, he filled
the forest with his angry roaring. The Mouse
knew the voice and quickly found the Lion
struggling in the net. Running to one of the
great ropes that bound him, she gnawed it
until it parted, and soon the Lion was free.

“You laughed when I said | would repay you,”
said the Mouse. “Now you see that even a
Mouse can help a Lion.”
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Place the moral here.



The Farmer and the Stork

A Stork of a very simple and trusting nature
had been asked by a naughty party of Cranes
to visit a field that had been newly planted.
But the party ended dismally with all the birds
entangled in the meshes of the Farmer’s net.

The Stork begged the Farmer to spare him.
“Please let me go,” he pleaded. “I belong to
the Stork family who you know are honest
and birds of good character. Besides, | did not
know the Cranes were going to steal.”

“You may be a very good bird,” answered the
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Farmer, “but | caught you with the thieving
Cranes and you will have to share the same
punishment with them.”

Place the moral here.
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The Farmer and the Stork

A Peacock, puffed up with
vanity, met a Crane one day,
and to impress him spread his
gorgeous tail in the Sun.

“Look,” he said. “What have you to
compare with this? | am dressed in
all the glory of the rainbow, while your
feathers are gray as dust!”

- The Crane spread his
broad wings and flew up
toward the sun.

“Follow me if you

can,” he said. But the
Peacock stood where
he was among the birds
of the barnyard, while
the Crane soared in
freedom far up into the
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blue sky.

Place the moral here.



The Goatherd and the Wild Goats

One cold stormy day a Goatherd drove his
Goats for shelter into a cave, where a number
of Wild Goats had also found their way. The
Shepherd wanted to make the Wild Goats part
of his flock; so he fed them well. But to his
own flock, he gave only just enough food to
keep them alive. When the weather cleared,
and the Shepherd led the Goats out to feed,
the Wild Goats scampered off to the hills.

“Is that the thanks | get for feeding you
and treating you so well?” complained the
Shepherd.

“Do not expect us to join your flock,” replied
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one of the Wild Goats. “We know how you
would treat us later on, if some strangers
should come as we did.”

Place the moral here.



Two Travelers and a Bear

Two Men were traveling in company through a
forest, when, all at once, a huge Bear crashed
out of the brush near them.

One of the Men, thinking of his own safety,
climbed a tree.

The other, unable to fight the savage beast
alone, threw himself on the ground and lay
still, as if he were dead. He had heard that a
Bear will not touch a dead body.

It must have been true, for the Bear snuffed at
the Man’s head awhile, and then, seeming to
be satisfied that he was dead, walked away.
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The Man in the tree climbed down.

“It looked just as if that Bear whispered in
your ear,” he said. “What did he tell you?”

“He said,” answered the other, “that it was
not at all wise to keep company with a fellow
who would desert his friend in a moment of
danger.”

Place the moral here.



The Dog and his Reflection

A Dog, to whom the butcher had thrown a
bone, was hurrying home with his prize as

fast as he could go. As he crossed a narrow
footbridge, he happened to look down and
saw himself reflected in the quiet water as if in
a mirror. But the greedy Dog thought he saw a
real Dog carrying a bone much bigger than his
own.

If he had stopped to think he would have
known better. But instead of thinking, he
dropped his bone and sprang at the Dog in the
river, only to find himself swimming for dear
life to reach the shore. At last he managed to
scramble out, and as he stood sadly thinking
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about the good bone he had lost, he realized
what a stupid Dog he had been.

Place the moral here.




The Fisherman and the little Fish

A poor Fisherman, who lived on the fish he
caught, had bad luck one day and caught
nothing but a very small fry. The Fisherman
was about to put it in his basket when the
little Fish said:

“Please spare me, Mr. Fisherman! | am so
small it is not worth while to carry me home.
When | am bigger, | shall make you a much
better meal.”
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But the Fisherman quickly put the fish into his
basket.

“How foolish | should be,” he said, “to throw

you back. However small you may be, you are
better than nothing at all.”

Place the moral here.



